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Conquest The same Cortese with his sayde number of Spaniardes, tooke
of the prisoner that mightie Emperour Metezuma in his most cheefe and
YJ* famous Cittie of Mexico, which at that instant had in it above the
fol 43 and numDer of 500000. Indians at the least, and in short time after,
45. in obteyned not onelie the quiet possession of the saide Cittie, But also
English. of his whole Empire.
And in like manner in the Country of Peru, which the King of
Spayne hath nowe in actual possession, Francisco Pysare, with the
onelie ayde of Diego de Almagro, and Hernando Luche, beeing all
three but private Gentlemen was the principall person that first
attempted the discoverie and conquest of the large and rich Countrye
of Peru, which through the ayde of the almighty, he brought to passe
and atchived, in the Tambo of Casstamalcha, (which is a large place
of ground, enclosed with walles) in which place he tooke the great
Amer- and mightye Prince Attabalipa prisoner, amidest the number of
velous 60000. Indians his subjectes, which were ever before that day
vie one. accounteci ^0 bee a warlike kinde of people, which his great victor}'
it pleased God to graunt unto him in the yeere of our Lorde 1533.
he not having in his company above the number of 210. Spaniardes,
whereof there was not past 60. horsemen in all: After the taking of
which Prince, Attabalipa, he offered unto Pyzare for his raunsome,
to fill a great large Hall ful of Golde and Silver, and such Gold and
Silver vessels as they then used, even as hie as a man might reache
with his arme. And the sayd Prince caused the same Hall to be
marked rounde about at the sayde height, which raunsome Pyzara
graunted to accept. And after when as thys mightie Prince had sent
to his vassals and subjects to bring in Golde and Silver for the filling
of the Hal, as aforesaid, as namelie to the Citties or Townes of Quito,
Pacyacama and Cusco, as also to the Caloa of Lyma, in which Towne,
as their owne writers doo affyrme, they founde a large and fayre
house, all slated and covered with Golde: and when as the said Hal
was not yet a quarter full, a mutenye arose amongst the Spaniardes,
in which it was commonly given out, that the said Prince had
politiquely offered this great raunsome under pretence to rayse a
much more mightie power, whereby the Spaniardes should bee
taken slayne, and overthrowne: whereuppon they grewe to this
resolution, to put the sayd Prince to death, and to make particion of
the gold and silver already brought in, which they presently put in
execution. And comming to make perfect Inventory of the same, as
well for the Emperor then King of Spayne, his fift parte as otherwise
there was founde to be already brought in into the sayde Hall, the